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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN LAND INFORMATION SYSTEM INTERNATIONAL FORUM 
Statement by Minister for Land Information 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Land Information) [9.07 am]: On Thursday, 13 March 
2008, I had the privilege of opening the Western Australian Land Information System International Forum, 
which was held at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre. The Western Australian Land Information 
System, known as WALIS, was established by the Western Australian government in 1981 to coordinate access 
to spatial information held by government agencies and to facilitate multi-sectoral consultation and liaison. 
The forum was an international event organised by Landgate and supported by the government. Participants 
were able to share their experience and expertise in spatial sciences and to exchange information about the latest 
technological achievements. I was pleased to have the opportunity to welcome 818 delegates from Australia and 
overseas to the forum. Delegates came from as far away as the Republic of Togo. The three-day event featured 
about 15 different workshops and five streams of concurrent sessions to cater for a variety of interests. 
Workshop topics ranged from simple topographic mapping to complex geographic information systems.  
This year’s event also introduced a teachers’ stream specifically aimed at schoolteachers. This was a priceless 
professional development opportunity for geography teachers in particular. Teachers were introduced to the 
latest in spatial information and technologies. They also had the opportunity to network with key participants in 
the industry and to partake in some of the sessions in the forum program. 
I am pleased to inform the house that this year’s WALIS International Forum was a complete success thanks to 
the work of Mr Grahame Searle, chief executive officer of Landgate, and his very passionate and committed 
team. Their hard work and commitment to continuous improvement and constant leadership in the area of spatial 
sciences was certainly evident in their organisation and conduct of this forum.  
As Minister for Land Information, I am very confident in saying that the Western Australian government, 
through Landgate, is leading innovation and development in the spatial sciences field in Australia, and that it is 
now established as a major leader in the field on the world stage.  
 


